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Patrimoniul industrial la rascruce

DESPRE O (RE)CONSIDERARE A ARHITECTURII
INDUSTRIALE ISTORICE DIN TIMISOARA,
VIITOARE CAPITALA EUROPEANA A CULTURII

B Rezumat: In anul 2016, Timisoara a castigat titlul de ,Capitald Eu-
ropeand a Culturii” pentru anul 2021, in urma unei decizii bazate in
mare parte pe intentia organizatorilor de a conecta gi implica activ
membrii comunitdtii timigorene in viata culturala a oragului. Mozai-
cul de etnii, culturi, confesiuni gi profesii ce caracterizeaza populatia
Timigoarei este in stransa legatura cu trecutul oragului de pe Bega,
care a fost secole la rand cel mai important centru urban industrial din
regiune. Cu toate acestea, ansamblurile industriale timisorene, odini-
oard expresie a evolutiei si prosperitdtii, au devenit victime sigure ale
unui sistem in tranzitie, fiind sortite disparitiei gi uitarii. Din ferici-
re, Timisoara mai poate inca specula oportunitatea oferitd in urmad cu
patru ani, prin dirijarea unor eforturi suplimentare pentru salvarea,
cel putin in parte, a patrimoniului sdu industrial. In acest context, se
impune o discutie ampla referitoare la conditia actuald a mostenirii
industriale din Timisoara.

B Cuvinte cheie: patrimoniu industrial, Timigsoara, Capitala europeana
a culturii, regenerare urbana, reconversie, culturd, creativitate

Preambul

B Aflata la intersectia a doud civilizatii divergente, Timigoara a repre-
zentat principalul pol urban din regiune, fiind vreme de trei secole cen-
trul administrativ, economic si cultural al Banatului istoric. In prezent,
orasul de pe Bega doreste sa-si depageasca acest statut, pregatindu-se sa
devina capitald a Europei. In acord cu cerintele diverselor epoci, pei-
sajul urban timigorean a fost supus in permanenta transformarilor, Ti-
misoara fiind beneficiara unui fond construit istoric extrem de divers,
marcat de prezenta unor cladiri remarcabile de patrimoniu. Arhitectura
industriala nu lipseste din acest repertoriu, rolul major avut de industrie
in evolutia oragului fiind inca usor de descifrat, in ciuda conditiei sale
precare.

In incercarea de a se reinventa, o serie de orase europene cu un bogat
trecut industrial au concurat pentru titlul de ,Capitala europeana a cul-
turii” (CEaC), folosind mostenirea industriala ca pe un atu in procesul
de transformare a zonelor dezafectate. Orase precum Glasgow in 1990,

1 Arhitect, dr., asistent universitar la Universitatea de Arhitectura si Urbanism ,lon Min-
cu”, Bucuresti, Romania.
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Industrial Heritage
at a Crossroads

ABOUT A (RE)CONSIDERATION OF
HISTORIC INDUSTRIAL ARCHITECTURE
IN TIMISOARA, FUTURE EUROPEAN
CAPITAL OF CULTURE

B Abstract: In 2016, Timisoara won the ti-
tle of European Capital of Culture for 2021,
by a decision mainly based on the organ-
isers’ intention to connect and actively in-
volve the members of the Timigoara com-
munity in the city’s cultural life. The mosa-
ic of ethnicities, cultures, denominations,
and professions specific to the population
of Timisoara is closely related to the past of
the city on the Bega Canal, which has been
the most important industrial urban centre
in the region for centuries. However, the in-
dustrial ensembles in Timisoara, once an
expression of progress and prosperity, have
become certain victims of a transition sys-
tem, now doomed to extinction and obliv-
ion. Fortunately, Timisoara can still profit
from the opportunity it was offered four
years ago, by directing additional efforts to-
wards safeguarding its industrial heritage
at least partially. In this context, an ample
discussion on the current condition of the
industrial heritage in Timisoara is neces-
sary.

B Keywords: industrial heritage, Timi-
soara, European Capital of Culture, urban
regeneration, reconversion, culture, crea-
tivity

Preamble

B Found at the junction of two divergent
civilisations, Timisoara has been the main
urban centre in the region, as adminis-
trative, economic, and cultural centre
of the historic region of Banat for three
centuries. The city on the Bega Canal cur-
rently wishes to surpass this position and
prepares to become the capital of Europe.
The urban landscape of Timigoara had
been subject to permanent changes in ac-
cordance with the demands of the various
periods. Timisoara thus currently owns
an extremely diverse historical built stock
marked out by the presence of remarkable
heritage buildings. Industrial architecture

1 Architect, PhD, assistant lecturer at the Ion
Mincu University of Architecture and Urban
Planning, Bucharest, Romania.



is also present in this repertory, as the ma-
jor role played by industry in the develop-
ment of the city is still easily discernable,
in spite of its poor condition.

In an attempt to reinvent themselves,
a series of European cities with a rich in-
dustrial past have applied for the title of
European Capital of Culture (ECoC), us-
ing their industrial heritage as an advan-
tage in the process of transformation of
the decommissioned areas. Cities such as
Glasgow in 1990, Lille in 2004, Liverpool
in 2008, Essen and Pécs in 2010,% or the
current Capital of Culture, Rijeka,® have
benefited from the advantages provided by
this title and transformed on the occasion
old industrial zones into living areas in-
tended for culture and creativity. Follow-
ing the example provided by these cities,
Timigoara can fully bet on its rich indus-
trial heritage in its attempt to strengthen
its cultural identity.

Timisoara, brief history
of an industrial town

B Timigoara has benefited of a privileged
position over time as capital of the Banat
Region, which provided it the prerequisites
necessary for significant development.
This mainly occurred during the two cen-
turies of Habsburg and Austro-Hungarian
rule. The major investments and the stra-
tegic decisions made at regional and local
level foreshadowed the future industrial
nature of the town, with major effects on
the economic, social, political, and cultur-
al environment in the region.

The drainage of the marshy areas and
the development of new suburbs, as well
as the regularisation of the Bega, the ex-
pansion of the railway network and the
building of the two railway stations, the
demolition of the fortification walls and
the systematisation of the old non aedifi-
candi area have largely contributed to the
progress of industry in Timigoara. More-
over, the development of this economic
branch was boosted by the generous in-
put of raw materials from the region, the
large outlet market, as well as the facilities
provided by the authorities (BOROVSZKY
1911, 270). Large industrial ensembles
were thus built between 1880 and 1918
(OPRIS 1987, 139), thus at the beginning
of the past century Timigoara counted
around 2,500 industrial units (CONCIATU
1919, 271). The Fabric and Iosefin quarters
become the core of economic life. This
is proven by the large number of ensem-

2 The enhancement of the Zeche Zollverein old
mining site was the most important project
within the cultural strategy of the Essen Re-
gion for the 2010 event. Pécs focused a large
part of its events around the former Zsolnay
Porcelain Factory, transformed into a large cul-
tural centre (RAMPTON et al. 2011).

3 The Rijeka authorities have opted for the con-
servation of the former Rikard Benc¢i¢ Sugar
Refinery. The Museum of Modern and Con-
temporary Art, the Rijeka City Museum, the
Rijeka City Library, and the Children’s House
have been set up inside the ensemble. Moreo-
ver, the Exportdrvo Hall has been adapted to
host an array of artistic events (Rijeka 2020).
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B Foto 1. Fostul Combinat ,Solventul’, in timpul operatiunilor de demolare a corpului principal
©B. HAJDOT, 2012

B Photo 1. The former Solventul Steel Mill during the main building demolition operations
© B. HAJDOT, 2012

B Foto 2. Fabrica de ciorapi in timpul operatiunilor de demolare (vedere din curte), pentru a face loc
unui hypermarket © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2014

B Photo 1. The Stocking Factory during the demolition operations (view from the courtyard), to make
room for a hypermarket © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2014

Lille in 2004, Liverpool in 2008, Essen gi Pécs in 2010* sau actuala Capi-
tald a culturii, Rijeka,® au speculat avantajele oferite de castigarea titlului
amintit anterior, fostele zone industriale fiind transformate cu aceasta
ocazie in spatii vii, destinate culturii si creativitatii. Urméand exemplul
oferit de aceste orage, Timigoara poate miza din plin pe bogatul sau pa-
trimoniu industrial, in incercarea de a-si consolida identitatea culturala.

2 Revalorificarea fostului sit minier Zeche Zollverein a constituit proiectul cel mai im-
portant din cadrul strategiei culturale a regiunii Essen pentru evenimentul din anul
2010. Pécs si-a concentrat o mare parte din evenimente in jurul fostei Fabrici de Portel-
anuri Zsolnay, transformata intr-un amplu centru cultural (RAMPTON et al. 2011).

3 Autoritatile din Rijeka au optat pentru reabilitarea fostei rafinarii de zahar ,Rikard
Bencic¢”, in interiorul ansamblului fiind amenajate Muzeul de Arta Moderna, Muzeul
Orasului Rijeka, Biblioteca Centrala si Palatul Copiilor. In plus, hala Exportdrvo a fost
adaptatd pentru a putea gazdui evenimente artistice de amploare (Rijeka 2020).
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Timisoara, o scurta istorie
a unui oras industrial

B Timisoara a beneficiat de-a lungul timpului de o situatie privilegia-
td, statutul de capitald a Banatului oferindu-i premisele necesare unei
dezvoltari semnificative, realizate cu precddere de-a lungul celor doua
secole de dominatie habsburgica si austro-ungara. Investitiile majore si
deciziile strategice adoptate la nivel regional si local au prefigurat ca-
racterul industrial ulterior al urbei, cu efecte majore asupra mediului
economic, social, politic si cultural din teritoriu.

Asanarea zonelor mlastinoase si proiectarea unor noi suburbii, regu-
larizarea Begdi, extinderea retelei de cai ferate gi edificarea celor doua
giri, demolarea zidurilor cetatii bastionare si sistematizarea fostei zone
non aedificandi au contribuit masiv la evolutia industriei timisorene,
dezvoltarea acestei ramuri economice fiind impulsionata gi de aportul
generos al materiilor prime din regiune, ampla piata de desfacere, dar si
de facilitatile acordate de autoritiati (BOROVSZKY 1911, 270). Astfel, in
perioada cuprinsa intre 1880 si 1918, au fost construite marile ansam-
bluri industriale (OPRIS 1987, 139), Timigoara numarand la inceputul
secolului trecut aproximativ 2.500 de unitati industriale (CONCIATU
1919, 271). Cartierele Fabric si Iosefin devin nucleele vietii economice,
dovada in acest sens fiind numéarul insemnat de ansambluri destinate
productiei textile, pielariei, moraritului, dar gi industriei alimentare si
chimice, electronice, mecanice, prelucrarii metalelor gi lemnului (BO-
ROVSZKY 1911, 272-277; MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU 2002, 193-234,
277-289).

O serie de evenimente istorice majore au contribuit la frinarea brusca
a evolutiei industriei timisorene, incepind cu criza economica din anii
’30, cel de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial si continuand cu Legea nationali-
zdrii, cAnd peste 1.500 de unitati industriale medii si mici au fost fie co-
masate, fie desfiintate (MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU 2002, 291). Odata
cu instaurarea regimului comunist, industria din Timigoara cunoaste o
etapa de revigorare, cu toate cd extinderea unitatilor industriale existen-
te si constructia unor noi platforme industriale a fost facutad deseori fara
un temei economic. Rezultatul acestor politici de dezvoltare fortata este
vizibil si in prezent, oragul fiind marcat de existenta unor colosi indus-
triali, dificil de integrat in cadrul politicilor de amenajare a teritoriului.

UL I TS
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B Foto 4. Imagine din curtea fabricii de ciocolatd ,Kandia” cdtre corpul administrativ, anul 2000
(ANR Tm, F. nr. 473, inv. 1440, d. 530/2000)

B Photo 4. View from the courtyard of the “Kandia” Chocolate Factory towards the administrative
building, year 2000 (ANR Tm, F. nr. 473, inv. 1440, d. 530/2000)
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B Foto 3. Fabrica de ciorapi in timpul operatiunilor
de demolare - fatada principald
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2014

B Photo 3. The Stocking Factory during the
demolition operations — main elevation
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2014
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bles intended for textile and leather goods
production, for grain mills, as well as for
food, chemical, and electronics industries,
mechanical engineering, metal and wood
processing industries (BOROVSZKY 1911,
272-277; MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU
2002, 193-234, 277-289).

A series of major historical events con-
tributed to a sudden halt in the progress
of industry in Timigoara, starting with
the Great Depression in the 1930s, World
War II, and pursuing with the Law on na-
tionalisation, when more than 1,500 small
and medium industrial units were either
merged or closed down (MUNTEANU &
MUNTEANU 2002, 291). When the com-
munist regime was established, the indus-
try in Timisoara passed to a stage of re-
vival, although the expansion of existing
industrial units and the building of new
industrial platforms were often performed
without any economic grounds. The con-
sequences of these forced development
policies are still visible today, as the city
is marked by the existence of industrial gi-
ants hard to integrate in the land planning
policies.

Supersized, technologically outdated,
and hard to upgrade, the large industrial
units in Timigoara have often been prey
to real estate speculation with a signifi-
cant number of valuable buildings being
recently partially or completely demol-
ished. This is the case for the Hungari-
an Wool Fabric Mill — I.LL.S.A. (1905), the
“Solventul” Steel Mill (1869), the “Kandia”
Chocolate Factory (1895), and the Stocking
Factory (1908), or for the recently vanished
“Turul-Banatim” Shoe Factory (1901) (Pho-
tos 1-6).
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B Foto 5. Pavilionul administrativ al fabricii maghiare de fibre de land
(.L.S.A.), pastrat in urma demoldrii ansamblului industrial

© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 5. The administrative building of the Hungarian Wool Fabric Mill

B Foto 6. Fabrica de pantofi,,Turul-Banatim” inainte de demolare
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 6. The “Turul-Banatim” Shoe Factory before demolition
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

(I.L.S.A.) preserved after the demolition of the industrial ensemble

© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

The decline of industry in Timigoara
has also left a mark on historic buildings.
A significant part of the listed industrial
buildings are in an advanced state of de-
cay, as is the case for the Tobacco Factory,
the administrative building of the Hat Fac-
tory (Figure 1), the two water towers in the
Tosefin and Fabric quarters, or the Town
Slaughterhouse. The situation for the Beer
Factory ensemble, with three buildings on
the premises included in the 2015 List of
Historic Buildings, and for the Hydropow-
er Plant (Photo 7) is slightly different, as
they have been turned into museums ac-
cessible to the public, but only occasion-
ally.

Timigoara can take pride in few exam-
ples of functional reconversion of former
industrial areas, such as the “Calina” Art
Gallery sited in the former “Timco” Halls,
the Ambasada Cultural Centre within the
premises of the Hat Factory (currently
under relocation), the “Corneliu Miklosi”
Public Transport Museum occupying one
of the buildings of the Tramway Depot
(Photo 8), and the Faber Cultural Centre,
part of the former “Azur” Factory (recon-
version design under completion).

A significant part of the historical in-
dustrial buildings are abandoned or inap-
propriately used, as the decision makers
involved ignore their chance to become
subject of reconversion designs. However,
the most valuable industrial buildings can
be successfully returned to the communi-
ty via the implementation of appropriate
functions. Some of such buildings are the
Wastewater Treatment Plant (1911), the Si-
los Ensemble (1901-1903) next to the former
Solventul Steel Mill, the water towers in
Fabric (1912) and Iosefin (1914), the Tobac-
co Factory (1846), the Locomotive Depot
and the Workshops of the Romanian Rail-
ways Company (1857-1905), the “Prohaska”
Grain Mill, the Hat Factory (1900) and the

Supradimensionate, depasite din punct de vedere tehnologic si greu
de modernizat, marile unitati industriale timisorene au cazut deseori
prada speculei imobiliare, un numaéar semnificativ de cladiri valoroase
fiind recent demolate, partial sau total. Este cazul Fabricii Maghiare de
Fibre de Lana ILSA (1905), a Combinatului ,,Solventul” (1869), a Fabricii
de Ciocolata ,Kandia” (1895) si a celei Fabricii de Ciorapi (1908) sau a
recent disparutei Fabrici de Pantofi ,,Turul-Banatim” (1901) (foto 1-6).

Nici monumentele istorice nu au scapat neatinse de declinul industriei
timigorene, o parte insemnatad a imobilelor industriale clasate fiind intr-o
stare avansata de degradare, aga cum este cazul Fabricii de Tutun, a corpu-
lui administrativ al Fabricii de Palarii (fig. 1), a celor doua turnuri de apa din

B Fig. 1. Fabrica de pdldrii ,Paltim” din cartierul losefin, corp administrativ - fatada principald, proiect
originar (ANR Tm, F. nr. 183, inv. 311, d. 23/1903 - Edificiul Directiunii)

B Figure 1. The “Paltim” Hat Factory in the losefin Quarter, administrative building — main fagade,
original design (ANR Tm, F. nr. 183, inv. 311, d. 23/1903 - Edificiul Directiunii)
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cartierele losefin gi Fabric sau a Abatorului Ordgenesc. Situatia ansamblului
Fabricii de Bere, cu trei cladiri din incinta incluse in Lista Monumentelor
Istorice (LMI) din 2015, si a Uzinei Hidroelectrice (foto 7) este ugor diferita,
acestea fiind transformate in muzee accesibile publicului doar ocazional.

In ceea ce priveste refunctionalizarea fostelor spatii industriale, Ti-
migoara se poate ldauda cu putine exemple in acest sens, printre aces-
tea numarandu-se Galeria de Arta ,Calina” cu sediul in fostele Hale
,Timco”, Centrul Cultural ,,Ambasada” din incinta Fabricii de Palarii
(in prezent in curs de relocare), Muzeul de Transport Public ,,Corneliu
Miklosi” amenajat intr-una dintre cladirile Depoului de Tramvaie (foto
8) si Centrul Cultural ,,Faber”, parte a fostei Fabrici ,,Azur” (proiect de
reconversie in curs de finalizare).

Un contingent insemnat de cladiri industriale istorice sunt abando-
nate sau impropriu utilizate, factorii decizionali implicati ignorand san-
sa acestora de a deveni subiectul unor proiecte de reconversie. Cu toate
acestea, edificiile industriale valoroase pot fi redate cu succes comuni-
tatii, prin implementarea unor functiuni adecvate. Din aceasta categorie
fac parte Statia de Epurare (1911), Ansamblul Silozurilor (1901-1903) din
vecinatatea fostului Combinat ,Solventul”, turnurile de apa din Fabric
(1912) si losefin (1914), Fabrica de Tutun (1846), Depoul de Locomotive si
Atelierele CFR (1857-1905), Moara ,,Prohaska”, Fabrica de Palarii (1900) si
Fabrica de Tricotaje ,,Pasmatex” (1919), Abatorul Orasenesc (1905), Fabri-
ca de Baterii ,Dura” (1921) sau Fabrica de Spirt ,,Schlichting I&F” (1869)
(foto 9-10), Fabrica ,Blau” de Spirtoase — azi ,Azur” (1862), Industria
Textila Uniunea Roméno-Italiana — azi U.T.T. (1928), Uzina Hidroelec-
trica (1910) sau Uzina de Apa Urseni (1914) (BOROVSZKY 1911, 272-277;
MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU 2002, 193-234; OPRIS 1987, 101-114; ANR
Tm, F. nr. 71, inv. 1657 & 1665).

B Foto 7. Centrala hidroelectricd din cartierul Fabric,
monument istoric © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 7. The Hydropower Plant in the Fabric District,
listed historic building © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Foto 8. Depoul de tramvaie din cartierul Fabric, azi Muzeul de Transport Public ,Corneliu Miklosi” © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015
B Photo 8. The Tramway Depot in the Fabric District, today the “Corneliu Miklosi” Public Transport Museum © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015
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W Foto 9. Fosta fabricd de baterii ,Dura” din cartierul

Fabric © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 9. The former “Dura” Power Cell Factory in

the Fabric District © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

“Pasmatex” Knitwear Factory (1919), the
Town Slaughterhouse (1905), the “Dura”
Power Cell Factory (1921) or the “Schlicht-
ing I&F” Alcohol Factory (1869) (Photos 9
and 10), the “Blau” Spirits Factory — today
“Azur” (1862), the Romanian-Italian Un-
ion Textile Industry — today U.T.T. (1928),
the Hydropower Plant (1910), or the Urseni
Water Plant (1914) (BOROVSZKY 1911,
272-277; MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU
2002, 193-234; OPRIS 1987,101-114; ANR
Tm, F. nr. 71, inv. 1657 & 1665).

However, the former industrial prem-
ises in Timigoara go on deteriorating at
a fast pace. Deprived of functions, aban-
doned or irremediably mutilated, the his-
torical industrial buildings seem to have
failed to stand the test of time. In spite of
their concerning condition and of their
facing a lack of appreciation, the industri-
al ensembles still maintain some cultural
potential, as over time the former factories
have become places of collective memory.
Through minimal transformations of the
interior layout, valuable buildings that
are part of the industrial heritage can be
brought back to the attention of the com-
munity by being given a new life and a
new function. The functional conversion
designs of former industrial areas can
draw attention on areas fallen out of grace
and may contribute to reinventing the ur-
ban landscape.

The reconversion potential of
industrial heritage in Timisoara

B Regrettably, the decision makers in Ti-
misoara do not seem to have seized the po-
tential of industrial heritage. Overlooking
the former production ensembles largely
contributes to a loss in character and iden-
tity for the city. Nevertheless, a number

B Foto 10. Fabrica de spirt Schlichting I&F din apropierea pietei Badea Cartan, cartierul Fabric
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 10. The Schlichting I&F Alcohol Factory close to Badea Cdrtan Square, Fabric District
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

Fostele spatii industriale timigsorene continua insa sd se degradeze
intr-un ritm alert. Lipsite de functiuni, abandonate sau iremediabil mu-
tilate, cladirile industriale istorice par sa nu fi trecut testul timpului. In
ciuda conditiei ingrijoratoare gi a lipsei de apreciere cu care se confrun-
ta, ansamblurile industriale pastreaza inca o serie de valente culturale,
fostele fabrici devenind de-a lungul istoriei locuri ale memoriei colecti-
ve. Prin transformari minimale ale partiului interior, cladiri valoroase
din domeniul patrimoniului industrial pot fi readuse in atentia comuni-
tatii, primind o noua viata i un nou mod de utilizare. Proiectele de re-
functionalizare a fostelor spatii industriale pot atrage atentia asupra zo-
nelor cazute in dizgratie, contribuind la reinventarea peisajului urban.

Potentialul de reconversie
al patrimoniului industrial timisorean

B in mod regretabil, factorii decizionali din Timisoara nu par sa fi sesi-
zat potentialul patrimoniului industrial, ignorarea fostelor ansambluri de
productie contribuind masiv la pierderea caracterului si identitatii orasu-
lui. Cu toate acestea, numeroasele exemple internationale de reconversie
au demonstrat extraordinara capacitate a arhitecturii industriale de a se
plia pe nevoile societatii contemporane, prin adaptarea la noi moduri de
utilizare. Reconsiderarea arhitecturii industriale gi includerea sa in pro-
gramul proiectelor gi evenimentelor pregatite de Timigoara pentru anul
2021 poate reprezenta unica sansa de perpetuare a mostenirii industriale,
oferind totodata un raspuns la lipsa de spatii cu care se confruntd mediul
cultural timisorean gi contribuind la consolidarea sectorului creativ local.*

4 Autorii strategiei culturale au identificat nevoia acuta de spatii de depozitare si expu-
nere a obiectelor din domeniul muzeal, mediul artistic timigorean acuzand deopotriva
o serie de carente in ceea ce priveste numarul spatiilor alternative destinate productiei
artistice si expunerii artei, necesare evenimentelor de anvergura specifice acestui pro-
gram cultural. Ca rdspuns, Asociatia Tm2021 a propus o crestere cu 50% a reutilizarii
spatiilor industriale abandonate, in vederea consolidarii sectorului cultural si artistic,
dar gi reconversia unui fost spatiu industrial intr-un centru cultural, menit s adapos-
teascd o noua sald de spectacole a Teatrului National German.
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Paragrafele de mai jos propun o prezentare succinta a cladirilor si
ansamblurilor industriale timigorene cu potential ridicat de reconversie,
selectia acestora fiind realizata in acord cu specificul si cerintele pro-
gramului CEaC. Astfel, in urma analizei caracteristicilor patrimoniului
industrial din Timisoara, au fost considerate exclusiv edificiile ce pot
prelua noi functiuni, cu precddere culturale si creative (muzee, centre
culturale, spatii expozitionale, birouri gi ateliere pentru sectorul creativ)
fara dificultati majore.

Un exemplu relevant in acest sens il constituie cladirea principala a
Statiei de Epurare proiectatd de inginerul Stan VIDRIGHIN si constru-
itd intre 1909 si 1911 in stil Secession (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184, d.
79/1911). In ciuda valorii culturale, cladirea care gazduieste Sala Masi-
nilor gi a Cazanelor poate fi vizitata doar ocazional (fig. 2-3). Diversitatea
patrimoniului timigorean poate fi imbogatita prin clasarea edificiului
ca monument istoric si integrarea sa in circuitul muzeal. Acelasi destin
ar trebui sa il aiba Uzina Hidroelectricd, proiectatad de arhitectul Lasz-
16 SZEKELY si pusa in functiune in anul 1910 (MUNTEANU & MUN-
TEANU 2002, 194). Expresivitatea stilistica a imobilului, redatd prin nu-
meroasele elemente decorative abstractizate specifice stilului dominant
al inceputului de secol XX, a facilitat includerea sa in LMI. Cu toate
acestea, cladirea, ce pastreaza in interior o mare parte din echipamen-
tele tehnice originare, nu este deschisa publicului timigorean decét in
mod exceptional. Alaturi de Uzina de Apa Urseni, construita in 1914
de acelasi arhitect MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU 2002, 121), cele doua
obiective amintite anterior pot fi integrate intr-un circuit muzeal desti-
nat celebrarii importantei apei, factor decisiv in dezvoltarea industriei
timigorene.

Ca o continuare logica a acestui demers, Turnurile de Apa din Fabric
si Iosefin, in prezent neutilizate, pot fi incluse in circuitul cultural, prin
adaptarea partiului in vederea acomodarii unor functiuni muzeale sau
expozitionale (foto 11-12). Importante repere vizuale la nivelul orasului,
cele doud monumente istorice proiectate de Stan VIDRIGHIN la ince-
putul secolului trecut (VLAICU & HATEGAN 2012, 45-46) pot redeveni
atractive pentru comunitate, prin deschiderea lor catre public si amena-
jarea unor puncte de belvedere asupra orasului.

Fosta Casa Muncitorilor, cladire aparte din domeniul patrimoniu-
lui industrial timisorean, a fost construita in 1924 in zona centrald a
oragului (fig. 4-5). Desi a trecut prin numeroase transformari, functiu-
nea initiald a edificiului de factura neoclasica este sugerata de grupul
statuar pastrat pe frontonul cladirii. GaAndita ca un loc de intalnire, Casa
Muncitorilor cuprindea o serie de functiuni conexe (spatii comerciale,
o sala de joc, o librérie si o biblioteca, o sala de sedinte si spatii admi-
nistrative), interiorul cladirii fiind modificat ulterior pentru a adaposti
Institutul Antirabic (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 249, d. 39/1934). in prezent,
imobilul este sediul unor federatii sindicale si a unor fundatii. Data fiind
importanta acestei constructii in istoria clasei muncitoare timigorene,
cladirea merita a fi valorificata in aceasta directie, prin crearea unui
muzeu destinat memoriei muncitorilor din Timigoara.

O mare parte a cladirilor din incinta Atelierelor Principale CFR si
a Depoului de Locomotive din Timisoara, neutilizate in prezent, per-
mit implementarea unor noi functiuni din domeniul cultural si creativ.
Ansamblul Atelierelor Principale a luat nagtere in 1875, odata cu con-
structia halei destinate reparatiilor locomotivelor, fiind ulterior extins si
modernizat. Astfel, o parte din clddirile din incinta au fost adaptate in
a doua jumatate a secolului trecut pentru a prelua functiunile necesare
Scolii Profesionale de Cai Ferate din Timisoara (IVANESCU 2012, 49,
95). Extrem de diverse din punct de vedere formal, constructiile amin-
tite dispun in general de un partiu flexibil si deschideri considerabile,
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of international examples of reconversion
have proven the extraordinary capacity of
industrial architecture to meet the needs
of contemporary society through adap-
tation to new functions. Reconsidering
industrial architecture and including it
in the programme of projects and events
prepared by Timisoara for 2021 may be the
only chance to perpetuate industrial herit-
age, while providing a solution for the lack
of space affecting the cultural environ-

B Foto 11. Turnul de apd din cartierul losefin,
monument istoric © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 11. The Water Tower in the losefin Quarter,
listed historic building © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Foto 12. Turnul de apd din cartierul Fabric,
monument istoric © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 12. The Water Tower in the Fabric District,
listed historic building © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015
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B Fig. 2. Statia de epurare din cartierul losefin - fatada principald, proiect originar (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184, d. 79/1911)

M Figure 2. The Wastewater Treatment Plant in the losefin Quarter — main elevation, original design (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184, d. 79/1911)

vigazinluh wassl

B Fig. 3. Statia de epurare din cartierul losefin — sectiune longitudinald, proiect originar (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184, d. 79/1911)
B Figure 3. The Wastewater Treatment Plant in the losefin Quarter - longitudinal section, original design (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184, d. 79/1911)

ment in Timigoara and contributing to the

consolidation of the local creative sector.*
The paragraphs below propose a short

presentation of industrial buildings and

4 The authors of the Cultural Strategy have
found an acute need for storage and exhibi-
tion areas for museum-related objects. Mo-
reover, the artistic environment in Timigoara
complain about a series of deficiencies related
to the number of alternative spaces intended
for artistic production and arts exhibition,
which are necessary for the large events spe-
cific to this cultural programme. In response
to this, the Tm2021 Association has proposed
an increase by 50% in the reuse of abandoned
industrial areas, with a view to strengthen the
cultural and artistic sector, as well as the re-
conversion of a former industrial area into a
cultural centre intended to host a new audito-
rium for the National German Theatre.

pretdndu-se pentru functiuni muzeale, educationale, ateliere pentru ar-
tigti, sali pentru spectacole sau studiouri cinematografice.

Un exemplu exceptional de arhitectura industriala, Ansamblul Aba-
torului Ordsenesc beneficiaza de o pozitie privilegiata in cadrul orga-
nismului urban (foto 13). Opera a arhitectului Laszl6 SZEKELY, con-
structia amplasata la limita dintre cartierele Fabric si Elisabetin a fost
demaratd in 1904 (ANR Tm, F. nr. 69, inv. 165, d. 9/1904). Folosind ca
sursd de inspiratie abatorul din Budapesta, Laszl6 SZEKELY a proiectat
ansamblul format din 11 corpuri distincte de cladire, utilizind un lim-
baj arhitectural cu influente specifice stilurilor Neogotic si Secession,
in care intrarea monumentala, incadrata de doua grupuri statuare ce fac
trimitere directa la functiunea edificiului, accentueaza silueta verticala
a turnului de apa (SZEKERNYES 2002, 40-44). Partial demolat la ince-
putul anilor 2000, ansamblul inclus in LMI necesita lucrari urgente de
reabilitare. Alaturi de valorile culturale evidente, Abatorul Orasenesc
poseda o serie de valori socio-economice, ce rezultd cu precadere din
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B Fig. 4. Casa Muncitorilor, planul etajului, proiect originar (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 249, d. 39/1939)

M Figure 4. The House of Workers, upper floor plan, original design (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 249, d. 39/1939)

amplasamentul si accesibilitatea ansamblului, dimensiunea considera-
bila a sitului, varietatea cladirilor si functia de reper major pentru co-
munitate. Considerarea functiunilor culturale, creative gi educationale
in cadrul proiectelor de refunctionalizare a Abatorului Oradsenesc re-
prezintad o optiune adecvata, nevoia unui spatiu cultural in vecinatatea
Complexului Studentesc fiind crescuta.

O categorie importantd de cladiri industriale timisorene beneficia-
zd de un amplasament favorabil, varietate formala, suprafata construita
considerabild, structura solidad si un partiu flexibil, ugor de comparti-
mentat, goluri ritmate ale fatadelor, putdnd deveni subiectul unor pro-
iecte reusite de transformare in spatii pentru birouri, ateliere sau studi-
ouri de productie. Ansamblul Silozurilor situate in vecinatatea fostului
Combinat ,,Solventul”, Fabrica de Tutun, Moara ,,Prohaska” (foto 14-16),
corpul principal al Fabricii de Palarii, Fabrica de Tricotaje ,,Pasmatex”,
cladirile din incinta actualei U.T.T. sau a fostei Fabrici ,Blau” de Spir-
toase, Fabrica de Spirt ,,Schlichting I&F”, Fabrica de Baterii ,,Dura” sau
Fabrica de Pantofi ,,Guban” — toate acestea reprezinta exemple de spatii
industriale cu valoare culturala ridicata, ce pot beneficia de proiecte
de refunctionalizare, raspunzéind astfel nevoii de spatii cerute de clasa
creativa.

Din aceasta enumerare nu trebuie omise o serie de cladiri de datd mai
recentd, a caror valoare culturala este limitata. Cu toate acestea, unitati
industriale precum Halele ,,Fructus”, Fabrica de Tesaturi ,Garofita”, fos-
ta Fabrica de Ciorapi si Tricotaje ,,Florida” — azi ,,1 Tunie” sau Fabrica de
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ensembles in Timisoara with high recon-
version potential, based on a selection
made in line with the specificity and re-
quirements of the ECoC Programme. Fur-
ther to the analysis of the characteristics
of industrial heritage in Timisoara, we
have thus considered only buildings that
can take over new functions, mainly cul-
tural and creative ones (museums, cultur-
al centres, exhibition areas, offices and
workshops for the creative sector), without
major difficulties.

One relevant example in this respect is
the main building of the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant designed by engineer Stan VID-
RIGHIN and built between 1909 and 1911
in Secession style (ANR Tm, F nr. 2, inv.
184, d. 79/1911). In spite of its cultural
value, the building hosting the Engine and
Boiler Room can be visited only occasion-
ally (Figures 2 and 3). The diversity of the
Timigoara heritage could be enriched by
listing the building as historic and inte-
grating it in the museum circuit. The same
destiny should be reserved for the Hydro-
power Plant, designed by architect Lasz-
16 SZEKELY and commissioned in 1910
(MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU 2002, 194).
The stylistic expressiveness of the building
rendered by a number of abstract decora-



tive elements specific to the dominant style
at the beginning of the 20" century has fa-
cilitated its listing as a historic building.
However, the building, maintaining inside
a large part of the original technical equip-
ment, is open to the Timigoara public only
exceptionally. Besides the Urseni Water
Plant, built in 1914 by the same architect
(MUNTEANU & MUNTEANU 2002, 121),
the two buildings mentioned above could
be integrated in a museum circuit intend-
ed to celebrate the importance of water as a
crucial factor in the industrial development
of Timigoara.

As logical continuation of this ap-
proach, the Water Towers in Fabric and
Iosefin, currently out of use, could be in-
cluded in the cultural circuit, by adapting
the layout with a view to accommodate
museum or exhibition functions (Photos
11 and 12). As important visual referenc-
es in the city, the two historic buildings
designed by Stan VIDRIGHIN at the begin-
ning of the last century (VLAICU & HATE-
GAN 2012, 45-46) could yet again become
attractive for the community, by opening
them to the public and by establishing
panoramic points over the city.

The former House of Workers, a special
building within the industrial heritage of
Timigoara, was built in 1924 in the central
area of the town (Figures 4 and 5). Although
it undergone numerous transformations,
the initial function of the Neoclassical
building is suggested by the statuary main-
tained on the building’s gable. Designed
as a meeting point, the House of Workers
included a series of additional functions
(commercial premises, a gambling room,
a bookshop and a library, a meeting room,
and administrative premises), but the inte-
rior of the building was later modified in or-
der to host the Anti-Rabies Institute (ANR
Tm, F nr. 2, inv. 249, d. 39/1934). At pres-
ent, the building is headquarters to some
union federations and foundations. Consid-
ering the importance of this building in the
history of the working class in Timigoara,
it deserves being enhanced in this spirit by
establishing a museum to the memory of
Timisoara workers.

A large part of the buildings within
the premises of the Main Workshops and
of the Locomotive Depot in Timigoara of
the Romanian Railways Company, cur-
rently out of work, allow the implemen-
tation of new cultural and creative func-
tions. The Main Workshops ensemble was
set up in 1875, at the same time as the
construction of the warehouse for engine
repairs, and was later expanded and up-
graded. Part of the buildings within the
premises were thus adapted in the second
half of the past century to take over the
functions necessary for the Railways Vo-
cational School in Timigoara (IVANESCU
2012, 49, 95). With extremely diverse
shapes, the buildings mentioned above
generally have flexible layouts and con-
siderable openings. They are thus appro-
priate for museum or education-related
functions, for artists’ workshops, audito-
riums, or cinema studios.
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Piele si Blanuri din vecinatate, in prezent abandonate, pot fi supuse unor
proiecte de refunctionalizare, interiorul amplu si partiul liber al acestor
constructii fiind ideal pentru a acomoda spectacole de anvergurd sau
pentru a fi adaptat activitatilor creative.

Concluzii

B in ciuda programului ambitios asumat de Asociatia Tm2021, pentru
moment s-au facut pasi marunti in privinta valorificarii mostenirii in-
dustriale. Astfel, cu exceptia platformei ,,Spotlight Heritage”, prin care o
serie de cladiri industriale din cartierul Iosefin au fost prezentate publi-
cului larg prin intermediul tehnologiilor digitale, restul propunerilor nu
au fost materializate. Reconversia unei foste cladiri industriale pentru
amenajarea noii sali de spectacole promise Teatrului National German,
transformarea Turnului de Apa din Iosefin in centru cultural sau rea-
lizarea ,,MultipleXity”®, unul din proiectele de anvergura ale strategiei
culturale, raman pentru moment la stadiul de proiect.

in pregatirea acestui eveniment de anvergura, Timisoara pare sa fi
pierdut startul, iar implementarea punctuald a unor lucrari din cadrul
programului asumat prin dosarul de candidatura nu este suficienta.
Cu toate acestea, patrimoniul industrial timigorean merita sa fie pus in
prim plan, organizatorii evenimentului putdnd specula timpul céastigat
in urma aménarii exercitarii titlului de Capitala culturald europeana
pentru anii urmatori.® Prin elaborarea unor proiecte aditionale, menite
sd completeze deficientele rezultate in calendarul de implementare al
programului Asociatiei Tm2021, arhitectura industriald istorica poate
fi pusa in valoare, chiar si in lipsa unor investitii semnificative. Astfel
de proiecte pot include dezvoltarea unor platforme digitale realizate in
baza inventarierii ansamblurilor industriale timisorene, realizarea unor
tururi ghidate prin fostele cartiere industriale ale Timisoarei, organiza-

5 In anul 2019, municipalitatea a initiat doua concursuri de arhitectura in vederea re-
functionalizarii Turnului de Apa si a amenajarii ,,MultipleXity”, noul Centru pentru
Artd, Tehnologie si Experiment, din incinta Depoului de Tramvaie din str. Take Ionescu.

6 In contextul pandemiei de COVID 19 si a retragerii Marii Britanii din UE, Comisia
Europeana a propus recent aménarea evenimentului pentru anul 2022 sau chiar 2023.
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B Fig. 5. Casa Muncitorilor, sectiune transversald, proiect originar (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 249, d. 39/1939)
B Figure 5. The House of Workers, cross section, original design (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 249, d. 39/1939)
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B Foto 13. Abatorul Ordsenesc — imagine de ansamblu din anul 1930 (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184,
d. 8/1930)
B Photo 13. The Town Slaughterhouse - overview from 1930 (ANR Tm, F. nr. 2, inv. 184, d. 8/1930)

rea unor concursuri de fotografie avand ca principal subiect patrimoniul
industrial, facilitarea permanenta a accesului publicului in interiorul
ansamblurilor istorice (cel putin a celor clasate ca monumente istorice),
dar gi implementarea unor ateliere creative, expozitii sau instalatii de
arta urbana pe amplasamentul fostelor unitati industriale.

In ciuda lipsei de viziune a autorititilor si investitorilor, Timisoa-
ra poate inca recupera mostenirea culturald a epocii industriale. Chiar
daca actiunile amintite anterior sunt reduse ca amploare, acestea pot
avea un impact major asupra publicului local. in acest context, reacti-
varea temporara a fostelor spatii industriale poate reprezenta unica mo-
dalitate de punere in valoare a arhitecturii industriale timigorene. Prin
actiunile concertate ale organizatorilor evenimentului din anul 2021,
fostele cladiri si ansambluri industriale pot sa redevina repere pentru
comunitatea locala, cel putin pentru moment. Prin urmare, reconversia
acestor cladiri de patrimoniu trebuie integratd intr-o strategie viitoare
de dezvoltare a oragului, reprezentdnd mostenirea pe care evenimentul
»Capitala europeana a culturii pentru anul 2021” o lasa locuitorilor Ti-
misoarei.
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As an exceptional example of industri-
al architecture, the Town Slaughterhouse
Ensemble has a privileged position in the
urban body (Photo 13). Being the work of
architect Laszl6 SZEKELY, the building sit-
ed at the boundary between the Fabric and
Elisabetin quarters started to be built in 1904
(ANR Tm, E nr. 69, inv.165, d. 9/1904). Lasz-
16 SZEKELY used the Slaughterhouse in Bu-
dapest as source of inspiration and designed
the ensemble made up of 11 different build-
ings using an architectural language with
influences specific to the Neo-Gothic and
Secession styles, where the monumental en-
trance, framed by two statuaries with direct
reference to the function of the building, em-
phasise the vertical silhouette of the water
tower (SZEKERNYES 2002, 40-44). Partially
demolished in the early 2000s, the listed
ensemble needs urgent conservation works.
Besides the obvious cultural values, the
Town Slaughterhouse owns a series of so-
cio-economic values mainly due to the posi-
tion and accessibility of the ensemble, to the
significant size of the site, to the diversity of
the buildings, and to a function of major ref-
erence for the community. Considering the
cultural, creative, and educational functions
under the Town Slaughterhouse functional
conversion designs is a good option, as there
is a high need for a cultural space in the vi-
cinity of the University Campus.

A large group of industrial buildings in
Timigoara take advantage in a favourable
siting, in the variety of shapes, the con-
siderable built surface, the solid structure,
and the flexible, easy to partition layout, in
rhythmic openings on the elevations, which
make them appropriate for successful de-
signs for transformation into office, work-
shop, or production studio areas. The Silos
Ensemble next to the former “Solventul”
Refinery and Alcohol Factory, the Tobacco
Factory, the “Prohaska” Grain Mill (Photos
14-16), the main building of the Hat Fac-
tory, the “Pasmatex” Knitwear Factory, the
buildings within the premises of the current
U.T.T. or of the former “Blau” Spirits Facto-
ry, the “Schlichting I&F” Alcohol Factory,
the “Dura” Power Cell Factory, or the “Gu-
ban” Shoe Factory- they are all examples of
industrial premises with high cultural value
that may benefit from functional reconver-
sion designs, and thus meet the need for
spaces demanded by the creative sector.

This listing should not overlook a series
of more recent buildings with limited cultur-
al value. In spite of this limitation, industrial
units such as the “Fructus” Halls, the “Ga-
rofita” Fabric Factory, the former “Florida”
Hosiery and Knitwear Factory — today called
“1 Iunie” —, or the Leather and Furs Factory
nearby, currently abandoned, may be subject
to functional reconversion designs, as the
wide interior and free layout of these build-
ings is ideal for accommodating large-scale
shows or for adaptation to creative activities.

Conclusions

B In spite of the ambitious programme un-
dertaken by the Tm2021 Association, only
small steps have been made so far with re-
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W Foto 14. Ansamblul Silozurilor din vecindtatea fostului Combinat , Solventul’, cartierul losefin © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015
W Photo 14. The Silos Ensemble next to the former Solventul Steel Mill, losefin Quarter © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

gard to the enhancement of the industrial
heritage. In particular, except for the “Spot-
light Heritage” platform, which consisted in
a presentation of a series of industrial build-
ings from the Iosefin Quarter to the general
public through digital technologies, none of
the other proposals have materialised. The
reconversion of an old industrial building
into a new auditorium promised to the Ger-
man National Theatre, the transformation of
the Iosefin Water Tower into a cultural cen-
tre or the development of the “MultipleXi-
ty”s, one of the large projects of the Cultural
Strategy, are still at the draft stage.

While preparing for this large-scale
event, Timigoara seems to have missed the
starting gun, as the separate implementa-
tion of certain works under the programme
undertaken through the application dossier
is not sufficient. However, the industrial
heritage in Timigoara deserves to be put in
the foreground. The event organisers can
take advantage of the time gained further to

5 In 2019, the city authorities launched two ar-
chitecture contests for the refurbishment of the
Water Tower and for the development of the
“MultipleXity”, the new Centre for Arts, Tech-
nology, and Experiment, within the premises of
the Tramway Depot on Take Ionescu Street.
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W Foto 15.. Fabrica de tutun din cartierul losefin, monument istoric

© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015

B Photo 15. The Tobacco Factory in the losefin Quarter, listed historic building
© Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015
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W Foto 16. Moara ,Prohaska’din cartierul losefin © Raluca-Maria TRIFA, 2015
B Photo 16. The “Prohaska” Grain Mill in the losefin Quarter © Raluca-Maria
TRIFA, 2015

postponing the European Capital of Culture
programme to the next years.® The develop-
ment of additional projects intended to fill
in the gaps in the implementation schedule
for the programme of the Tm2021 Associa-
tion may enhance the historical industrial
architecture, even without significant in-
vestments. Such projects may include the
development of digital platforms based on
an inventory of the industrial ensembles in
Timigoara, the performance of guided tours
in the old industrial districts and quarters
of Timigoara, the organisation of photogra-
phy contests having the industrial heritage
as main topic, the provision of permanent
access to the public inside the historical en-
sembles (at least the listed ones), as well as
the implementation of creative workshops,
exhibitions, or urban art installations on
the site of the former industrial units.

In spite of the lack of vision of author-
ities and investors, Timigoara can still re-
trieve the cultural heritage of the industrial
age. Even if the actions mentioned above are
not very significant, they can have a major
impact on the local public. In this context,
the temporary reactivation of the former in-
dustrial spaces may be the only means for
the enhancement of Timigoara’s industrial
architecture. Due to the concerted actions of
the organisers of the 2021 event, the former
industrial buildings and ensembles could
become once again references for the local
community, at least for the time being. Con-
sequently, the reconversion of these heritage
buildings should be integrated in a future
strategy for city development, as legacy
of the “European Capital of Culture 2021”
event left to the inhabitants of Timigoara.

6 In the context of the COVID 19 pandemic and
of the withdrawal of Great Britain from the
EU, the European Commission has recently
proposed that the event be postponed to 2022
or even 2023.



