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István Petrovics
The Danube-Tisza-Maros Region and

the Town of Temesvár in the Middle Ages
Keywords: Bánság/Banat, medieval Hun-
gary, Danube-Tisza-Maros Region, medie-
val urban development, Temesvár/Timi-
ºoara
After discussing the notion of Bánság
(Romanian, German, Serbian: Banat) and
the geographical and political-administra-
tive characteristics of the region in ques-
tion, the paper focuses on the develop-
ment of Temesvár, medieval precursor of
modern Timiºoara, in the period that
preceded the mid-16th century. Temesvár
was and remained the centre of Temes
county and the seat of the archdeaconry
of Temes, and was the place where
between 1315 and 1323 Charles I of An-
jou, king of Hungary, had his royal resi-
dence. Later, in parallel with the Balkans
policy of the Hungarian Kingdom and the
Ottoman menace, the importance of Te-
mesvár increased significantly, especially
from the military point of view. This
situation, however, restricted the self-
government of the town to that extent
that Temesvár did not succeed in gaining
admittance to the category of the most
developed towns (royal free towns) of the
realm in the medieval Kingdom of
Hungary. After averting a siege in the fall
of 1551, Temesvár finally fell to the Otto-
mans in 1552. This opened a new chapter
in the history of the town.

Ferenc Csortán
The Vilayet of Temesvár (1552-1716)

Keywords: vilayet, eyalet, Temesvár/Timi-
ºoara, Ottoman Empire, Ottoman admi-
nistration
Present-day Banat, in the Middle Age
Temesköz (between the Maros, Tisza,
Danube rivers and the Carpathians), an
area which had always several different
ethnic, linguistic and religious commu-
nities, belonged till 1552 to the Hunga-
rian Kingdom, then to the Habsburg
Empire. It is shared after 1918 between
Romania, Serbia and Hungary. Between
1552-1716 it was part of the Ottoman
Empire. The paper presents the society of
this area in those years, soldiers and
civilians, Muslims, Jews and Christians

of different denominations, the Ottoman
administration, the economic and cultu-
ral life, with a special focus on its main
settlement, Timiºoara.

Imola Kézdi
Poems

János Szekernyés
Sowers of Modernisation

Keywords: experimental arts, applied arts,
constructivism, Sigma Group, Timiºoara
Plastic arts had no deep roots in
Timiºoara before the 20th century. During
the 1960s a new generation of experi-
mental artists began their career in Timi-
ºoara. In 1970, the Sigma Group of artists
was founded by István Bertalan, Con-
stantin Flondor, Doru Tulcan, Elisei
Rusu, Ion Gaita, Lucian Codreanu. The
group was largely influenced by the ideas
of the Bauhaus and constructivism, but
also cybernetic art, and Timiºoara be-
came an important centre of design and
applied arts in Romania. The article
presents the collective and individual
efforts of the group members.

István Csutak
Sympathizing Censors, Allusive Hun-

garian Song Lyrics in Romania during
the 1970s
Keywords: country rock music, song
lyrics, censorship, Timiºoara, Garabon-
ciás band
The author of the article, founder and
guitar player of the Hungarian country
rock band Garabonciás, describes and
explains his experiences with the
censorship of the Communist Party in
Romania. The song lyrics of the band
were submitted to the local censors in
Timiºoara, and were treated with sym-
pathy on many occasions. Examples of
texts written by Annamária Kinde, that
needed to be rephrased or rewritten offer
a precise insight into the logic of the
Romanian communist censorship.

Júlia Vallasek
The City in the Realm of Fog

Keywords: autobiographic novel, József
Méliusz, Temesvár, WWI
The treaties of Paris and the political
changes brought by them marked a
special state of in-betweenness for those126
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citizens who entered under new political
rule. The spatial practices of redisco-
vering places once known also required
new sets of values and new identities.
The article presents the way this change
is described in the urban space of the plu-
riethnic, multilingual town of Temesvár
in the novel City in the Fog by József
Méliusz, and reflected in the life-stra-
tegies, conflicts and decisions of the
protagonists.

Orsolya András
A Dahlia on the Asphalt Carpet:

Mapping the Banat Region in Herta
Müller’s Works
Keywords: Herta Müller, Banat, narrative
mapping, boundaries, periphery
The theoretical framework of this paper
is based on the spatial turn, the affective
turn and the notion of narrative mapping,
as we imagine spaces linked to emotion
and identity. We explore the represen-
tation of the Banat region in Herta
Müller’s works, focusing on the following
aspects: depiction of the natural and ar-
tificial environment, institutional spaces,
limits and boundaries of spaces and of
the body.
The author’s native village Nitzkydorf is
pictured as a claustrophobic space domi-
nated by restrictions and the silencing of
personal and historical traumas. The
characters are isolated, vulnerable, and
unable to communicate, which trans-
forms the village in a miniature of the
dictatorship affecting the whole country.
The city of Timiºoara is a space of fear
and uncertainty in Herta Müller’s auto-
fiction. There is no intimacy or trust,
private spaces are invaded by the opp-
ressive power. However, the multicul-
tural environment and a community of
resistance provide the characters some
protection and hope. 
Peripherical spaces and the violent
transgression of boundaries define Herta
Müller’s map of the Banat region, questio-
ning the concepts of home and identity.

Snejana Ung
The Border Village: a Path to Trans-

nationalism
Keywords: rural periphery, transnatio-
nalism, closed/open borders, migration,
communism

Drawing on spatial theory and border
studies, the article tackles the represen-
tation of the border village in two
Romanian novels – Femeia în roºu (1990)
and Noapte bunã, copii! (2010). Starting
from the assumption that spatiality is
more than background, the author argues
that the manner in which the two villages
are depicted insists mainly on their
border position and that herein the
border is perceived as junction rather
than as barrier. The first part of the text
focuses on the particularities of the rural
periphery, such as the proximity to
Yugoslavia, the closed/open border, its
materiality, and the dependency on larger
settlements. The second part explores the
significance of a specific peculiarity,
namely the open border. Far from being a
mere metaphor, the path to transnatio-
nalism opened up by proximity to
Yugoslavia develops into a concentric
mapping that goes from the rural peri-
phery to the United States of America via
Yugoslavia.

Radu Pavel Gheo
Titanic Disco

Fragment of the novel Titanic Disco by
contemporary Romanian writer Radu
Pavel Gheo, translated by Imre Szõcs.

Boglárka Marossy
Looking for the Light: Hungarians in

Timiºoara and the Project of the
European Capital of Culture
Keywords: community, culture, Timiºoara,
European Capital of Culture programme,
multicultural
Timiºoara was elected as one of the
European Capitals of Culture for 2021,
based on a programme entitled Shine
your light – Light up your city! The prog-
ramme was delayed due to the COVID-19
situation for the year 2023. The local
Hungarian community prepared a set of
programmes that they hope could be
included into the official programme of
the Capital of Culture. The author offers
an overview of the plans of major
cultural institutions and of Hungarian
minority organisations based on the
multicultural aspect of the European
Capital of Culture programme.
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Sára Magyari
Linguistic Landscape of the Multicul-

tural Timiºoara
Keywords: linguistic landscape, mapping,
semiotics, multicultural, Timiºoara
The article approaches the multicultural
city from an interdisciplinary perspec-
tive. This includes the study of the map-
ping of the linguistic landscape of the
present-day Timiºoara, completed with
study of the city based on semiotics. The
research focuses on the following ques-
tions: how does the linguistic landscape
of the city reflect the often promulgated
multicultural aspect of the settlement?
The works of Erika Tódor, Szilvia Szoták
and Sára Magyari are used as a theore-
tical framework.

Dániel Szabolcs Radnai
The Representation of Language,

Home and Responsibility in Contempo-
rary Hungarian Urban Poems 
Keywords: contemporary literature, cultu-
ral geography, space, Hungarian litera-
ture, urban poetry
The main topics of the paper are the
geographical aspects of cultural identity,
mostly focused on the representation of
urban space in contemporary Hungarian
poetic texts from Cluj-Napoca and Pécs.
In two introductory chapters the article
firstly tries to show the methods of
national tradition-inventing in 18-19th

century, mainly in relation to the ideo-
logies of national language and the geo-
graphical space. And the other prelimi-
nary chapter delineates the postmodern,

postcolonial doubts in connection with
the concept of sameness in unified
national identity, through the notions of
Jacques Derrida’s Monolingualism of the
Other. The second part of the paper
presents and analyzes some poems from
the Kolozsváros anthology (2019) and the
volumes of Ferenc André and Balázs
Mohácsi. The interpretation of these
poems emphasizes the importance of
language, home and responsibility in the
representation of the urban space. 

Orsolya Kész
I Wish Sorrow Was Like This

Book review of Kazuo Ishiguro’s Noc-
turnes: Five Stories of Music and Night-
fall, translated into Hungarian by Béla
Polyák and Anna Todero.

Hanna Gerda Cziple
The Spirit and Multiethnicity of the

Banat among the People of the Peri-
pheries
Book review of Dana Gheorghiu’s volume
Die Fabrukler. Gyárvárosi történetek, trans-
lated into Hungarian by István Sarány.

Zsuzsa Tapodi
Among Texts of Past and Present

Book review of Erika Bence’s volume of
academic literary articles Utazások Poszt-
monarchiában. Kulturális kontextusok.

Péter Lõcsei
One Wound Less

Book review of Andrea Tompa’s novel
Haza.
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