
By almost all standards, the Second World
War was the largest military conflict in
history, involving and affecting most of the
world’s population. Its end in 1945 un-
doubtedly drove a wedge between the old
and the new. Governments, political systems
and borders altered all over the globe. It
brought about a transformation of attitudes
and realities. Introducing the country-based
surveys, Ignác Romsics’s essay is focusing
on two aspects of this global conflict. In the
first part of his study some basic charac-
teristics of the war are presented. Special
emphasis is put on the nature of warfare,
largely as a result of scientific and tech-
nological innovations. Due to the new
weapons the number of casualties was
about six-seven times that of the First World
War. Among them there were not only
solders, but also civilians. Considering the
atrocities against civilians the most terrible
was the Holocaust – the deliberate murder
of over 5 million Jews. In the second part of
the essay the effects of the war are treated.
The author emphasizes that the four wes-
tern European states which had played a
leading role in world affairs in the first half
of the century, were now much weaker than
before. At the same time, the USA and the

USSR emerged as the two most powerful
nations in the world. Romsics shares the
opinion according to which the rivalry of
these two super-powers in the Cold War
was the most important feature of inter-
national relations for almost half a century
after 1945. 
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This study outlines the most relevant mo-
mentum of the process during which
Czechoslovakia, re-established in 1945,
breaking with the major fundaments of its
pre-war policies, gradually became part of
the Soviet sphere of influence. Although the
final turning point came only in 1948, the
process leading to it had, in the author’s
view, already begun during the war and
became irreversible from 1945. The author
separately deals with the changes in the
Czechoslovak foreign, domestic, and mi-
nority policy in 1945, while Czechoslo-
vakia, in the author’s assessment, can no
longer be considered between 1945 and
1948 as a democratic country, but a pre-
totalitarian state.
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