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L ib ra ria n s  invo lved  in d ig itisa tio n  p ro jec ts  need to m ake  m an y  im p o rta n t d e c is io n s  

du ring  the  d ig itisa tio n  p rocess. T h is  s tudy  a im s to s u p p o rt the  d e c is io n  m ak ing  w ith  

p resen ting  the  m ost im p o rta n t a sp e c ts  th a t need to be co n s id e re d  in the  d ig it is a ­

tion  o f p rin ted  texts. D ig ita l tex ts  can  be d ig ita lly  born  o r  d ig itise d , and the  d ig it is a ­

tion  o f tex ts  can be carried  ou t at th ree  d iffe re n t leve ls : rep roduc tive , rep re se n ta tive  

o r in te rp re ta tive . A t the  re p ro d u c tive  leve l, the d ig itise d  ve rs ion  o f the  te x t doe s  not 
o ffe r ex te nd e d  fe a tu re s  co m p a re d  to the  o rig ina l tex t. A t the  rep re se n ta tive  level, 

the  d ig itise d  ve rs ion  o ffe rs  a d d itio na l fu n c tion s , e.g. can  be se a rch e d . A t the  in te r­

p re ta tive  level, a h ighe r qu a lity  h yp e rte x t is p roduced , g e n e ra lly  e n h a n ce d  w ith  
c ro ss -re fe re n ce s .
W h e n  p lann ing  a d ig itisa tio n  p ro jec t, a n u m b e r o f q u e s tio n s  need to be c la rified . 

F o r w h a t pu rpose  (p re se rva tio n , a rch iv ing  o r a c ce ss ib ility )?  F or w h ich  u se r g roup  

(p riva te  use, ins titu tio na l access , o r  fo r  the  w id e  p u b lic )?  In the  co n te x t o f in te lle c ­
tua l p ro p e rty  rights, d ig itisa tio n  m eans rep ro d u c tion , thus  d ig itisa tio n  n eeds  to  be 

a u tho rised  by the  a u tho r o r  the  co p y rig h t holder. T he  p ro je c t can o n ly  s ta rt a fte r the 

c la rifica tion  o f these  issues.
T he  s tu d y  p resen ts  the  m os t fre q u e n tly  app lied  sca n n in g  so lu tio n s . If the  o rig ina l 

d o cu m e n t is ava ila b le  in m u ltip le  cop ies, scann ing  o f se p a ra te d  pages  can be c h o ­

sen. C o n ta c t sca n n in g  rep re se n ts  a rap id , cos t-e ffe c tive  so lu tio n  fo r  ach ie v in g  rea ­
so n a b le  quality. W h e n  the  o rig in a l d o cu m e n t ne e ds  a h igh d e g re e  o f p ro te c tio n , 

spec ia l and  m ore  co s tly  sca n n e rs  m us t be used. T he  typ o g ra p h ica l, s tru c tu ra l and 

se m a n tic  fe a tu re s  o f the  w o rk  need to  be e xa m in e d  th o ro u g h ly  in o rd e r to  de c id e  

upon the fo rm a t to be used (H TM L, S G M L o r X M L). A s  d ig itisa tion  te ch n o lo g ie s  d e ­

ve lop  rapid ly, it n eeds  to be th o u g h t th ro u g h  if th e  d ig itise d  m a te ria l w ill be used  in 

the  sh o rt o r long term . T he  advantages , d isa d va n ta g e s  and costs  o f the  above  te ch ­

n ica l o p tio ns  are  s u m m a rise d  in ta b le  fo rm a t.
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T he  idea o f a un ive rsa l b ib liog raphy  has been h a u n t­
ing lib ra ria n sh ip  s in ce  the w o rk  by C on rad  G e sn e r 

ca lled  „B ib lig ra ph ia  U n ive rsa lis “ . The  IFLA  U B C  p ro ­
g ram  o f 1973 s ta ted  th a t the  un ive rsa l b ib liog raphy  
needs to be es tab lished  th rough  the na tiona l b ib lio g ­

raph ies. In o rd e r to  ach ieve  th is  goal, na tiona l b ib liog ­

raph ies m ust s trive  fo r com p le teness , w h ile  app ly ing  
in te rna tiona l s tanda rds  and m ethods. How ever, it has 

s ince  becom e obv ious  tha t th is  p rog ram  canno t be 

accom p lished .

N a tiona l b ib lio g ra p h ie s  are based on lega l d e p o s it 

sys tem s. In o rd e r to  bring e le c tro n ic  pub lica tio ns  un ­
d e r b ib lio g ra p h ic  con tro l, a nu m b e r o f coun tries  have 

had to m od ify  th e ir  lega l d e p o s it ru les. T he  reco m ­

m enda tions  o f the In te rna tiona l C on fe re n ce  on N a ­
tiona l B ib liog raph ica l S e rv ices held in C openhagen  in 
1998 a lso  ta lk  a b o u t the reg is tra tion  o f the  com p le te  

nationa l pub lish ing  output, but the IFLA survey o f 2000 

based on 50 na tiona l b ib liog raph ies show  tha t th is  o b ­

je c tive  has no t been a ch ieved  in any o f the  coun tries , 

it is the re fo re  necessary  to re th ink the co llection  scope 

o f na tiona l b ib lio g ra p h ie s  based on ge o g ra p h ic , lin ­

gu is tic , su b je c t and fo rm a l app roaches . C u rre n tly  the 

co llec tion  in te re s t o f na tiona l b ib lio g ra p h ie s  is g e n ­

e ra lly  lim ited  to books, m ean ing  th a t o th e r types  o f 

docu m e n ts  on ly  have a sp o ra d ic  rep resen ta tion . R e t­

rospec tive  ca ta lo gu in g , as w e ll as the  ca ta lo gu in g  o f 
w eb -b a se d  d o cu m e n ts  and m aking  them  a ccess ib le  

to  users rep re se n t o th e r im portan t cha llenges . A s fo r 

the ca ta logu ing  o f w e b -based  docum en ts , a su cce ss ­

fu l m ode l is p rov ided  by the P andora  p ro je c t o f the 

N ationa l L ib ra ry  o f A u s tra lia  tha t has been co llec ting  

on line  pub lica tio ns  s ince  1996.

Computer use by blind people at libraries
KATSÁNYI Sándor -  PIROSNÉ PETŐ Tímea -  
PILLÉR Antalné — VÁRHEGYI Ágnes —
NAGY Gábor

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 16. (52.) 2006. no. 
2. pp. 269-276.

T he  s tudy  o ffe rs  an o ve rv ie w  o f the ass is tive  te c h n o ­

log ies (screen  read ing  so ftw a re , re fre sh a b le  B ra ille  

d isp lays , screen  m agn ifica tion  so ftw a re  and o th e rs ) 

a va ilab le  a t lib ra ries  th a t he lp  b lind use rs  w ith  c o m ­

pu te r access ib ility . T he  app lica tio n  o f th e se  dev ice s  

is illu s tra ted  th rough  re la ted  se rv ices  o f th re e  H u n ­

ga rian  lib ra ries. A ss is tin g  people  w ith  d isa b ilit ie s  has 
becom e  one o f the  s tra te g ic  o b je c tive s  o f th e  M e tro ­

po litan  E rvin  S zabó  L ib ra ry  in B udapest. T he  L ib ra ry  

o f the E ö tvös Loránd  U n ive rs ity  has crea ted  a s tud io  
fo r v isu a lly  im paired  users. T he  H unga rian  E le c tro n ic  
L ib ra ry  has in troduced  a w e b  a cce ss ib ility  se rv ice  fo r  

the  blind, w h ich  e n ab les  users to  acce ss  m ore  than 

1 ,000  item s o f the v irtua l library. T he  o b se rva tio n s  o f 
a b lind u se r co n ce rn ing  co m p u te r a cce ss ib ility  c o m ­

p le te  the artic le .

Máté Kovács, the state secretary
BÉNYEI Miklós
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On the  o ccas ion  o f the  100th  a n n ive rsa ry  o f the  birth 
o f M áté  K ovács, p ro fe sso r o f lib ra ry  sc ie n ce s  and a 

lead ing  figu re  o f H ungarian  lib ra ry policy, a c o m m e m ­

o ra tion  w a s  held a t the  D e p a rtm e n t o f L ib ra ry  and In ­
fo rm a tio n  S c ie n ce s  o f the  E ö tvös  Lo ránd  U n ivers ity . 

T he  cu rre n t paper, fo cu s in g  on the  p ro fe ss io n a l a c ­

tiv itie s  o f M áté  K ovács be tw een  1943 and 1949 w as 

p resen ted  a t th is  even t. M áté  K ová cs  w a s  the  head 

o f the  N a tiona l C ounc il o f P u b lic  E duca tion , then  a f­

te r the  te rm in a tio n  o f the  counc il, he s ta rte d  to  w o rk  

fo r  the  M in is try  o f E duca tion  and R e lig ion  in 1945. He 
e labo ra ted  the d ra ft p rog ram m e o f the  m ode rn isa tion  

o f the  H unga rian  pub lic  e d u ca tio n a l sys tem . T he  o r ­

g a n isa tion  o f p rim a ry  sch o o ls  a t a na tiona l sca le  w a s  
im p le m e n te d  u nder his d irec tio n . A s  a po litica l s ta te  

secre ta ry , he w as  con fro n te d  w ith  all the  issues  th a t 

em e rg e d  w ith in  the  scope  o f the  m in is try , but his a p ­
p roach  to d e ve lo pm e n ts  w a s  fa r  m ore  than  a d m in is ­

tra tive . In the  fie ld  o f h ighe r educa tion , he su p p o rte d  

the  idea o f tra in ing  young  peop le  to  be co m e  h igh ly  
educa ted  in te llec tua ls  ra th e r than  o n e -s id e d  p ro fe s ­

s iona ls . H is endeavou rs  in lib ra ry  po licy  w e re  d irec ted  

a t the  re -o rga n isa tio n  o f p u b lic  lib ra ries  and the  s e t­
ting  up o f d is tric t lib ra ries . H e ra ised  the  p o ss ib ility  o f 

lib ra rie s  w ith  tw o fo ld  fu n c tion , se rv ing  as the  schoo l 

lib ra ry  and the  loca l pub lic  lib ra ry  fo r  the  sa m e  p o p u ­

la tion . He la te r becam e the D ire c to r o f the  L ib ra ry  o f 

the  U n ive rs ity  o f D eb recen .
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A Hungarian „newspaper library”, creat­
ed by József Szinnyei
SONNEVEND Péter
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T h is  p a p e r is an in tro d u c tio n  to the  re p u b lis h in g  

o f „L e t’s c rea te  n e w sp a pe r lib ra rie s ” , an a rtic le  by 

Jó zse f S z innye i f irs t pub lished  in the H ungarian  jo u r ­
nal „H o m e la n d ” (A  H on) in 1880. The co n ce p t o f pub ­
lic lib ra ries  s ta rted  to sp read  w id e ly  in H u nga ry  in the 

1880s. Th is  w as  the  tim e w hen the firs t library jou rn a ls  
w e re  launched  and the need fo r jo u rn a l and n e w sp a ­

per read ing room s em erged. In 1884, a specia l co lle c ­

tion devo ted  to jou rn a ls  w a s  created w ith in  the N a tion ­

al M useum  and th is  is w h e re  Jó zse f S z innye i s ta rted  
jo u rn a l and n e w sp a pe r ca ta logu ing .

“Let’s create newspaper libraries!”
SZINNYEI József

Republishing of the original article published in „Homeland“, 
16 October 1880.

József Fitz, a reformer of the Hungarian 
library field
M. MÁTRAI Györgyi
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T he  firs t la rg e -sca le  m o d e rn isa tio n  p ro ce ss  o f the  

se rv ices  o f the  N a tiona l S zé chény i L ib ra ry  w a s  in iti­

a ted by J ó zse f Fitz, d ire c to r  g enera l o f the  lib ra ry  in 

the  1930s and 1940s. U nder his d irec tion , cha n ge s  

w e re  m ade to both the  co llec tion  / acqu is ition  a c tiv i­

ties and the ca ta logu ing  /  re fe rence  serv ices. The  s p e ­

cia l co llec tions  w e re  e n h anced  fu rther. M im eog raph  

m ach ines  w e re  ins ta lled  fo r the dup lica tio n  o f ca ta ­

logue reco rds and the  o ld -fa sh io n e d  ca ta logue  w a s  

rep laced  by a de c im a l c lass ifica tio n  sys tem . R e a d ­

e rs ’ se rv ices  w e re  g iven  spec ia l a tten tion , room s fo r 
readers  and resea rch e rs  w e re  m ade m ore  co m fo rt­

able and s tandard  lend ing  rules w ere  in troduced . The  

p rog ram  o f F itz  w a s  sup p orte d  by the  m in is try  o f c u l­

tu re  o f the  tim e. H is know ledge, p ro fe ss io n a lism  and 

hum an q ua litie s  w e re  recogn ised  by the  s ta ff o f the 

N a tiona l L ib ra ry  too.

Zoltán VIDA (1906-2006)
(KÁPOLNAI Iván)
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2. pp. 300-302.

FROM ABROAD

Language options of Internet search 
tools
TÓTH Erzsébet
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F o llow ing  in te rna tiona l e xam p les  (su rve y  o f Ju d it B a r 

llan and Tatyana G utm an, 2002), the a u th o rte s te d  the 

language  op tio ns  o f E ng lish  and H u n g a ria n  sea rch  

eng ines  in 2005  in o rd e r to  see the  ca p a b ility  o f these  
too ls  (e.g. A ltav is ta , G oog le , A llth e W e b ) to ach ie ve  

a m ore a ccu ra te  ling u is tic  in te rp re ta tio n  o f se a rches . 

The  resu lts  show  th a t the H un g a ria n  to o ls  o n ly  dea l 
w ith  the p e cu lia ritie s  o f the  H u n g a ria n  la n g u ag e  to 

som e exten t, w h ile  the  E ng lish  lan g u ag e  sea rch  e n ­

g ines  sh o w  se riou s  d e fic ie n c ie s  w h e n  d e a lin g  w ith  
H ung a ria n  se a rch  te rm s. E ng lish  la n g u a g e  sea rch  

eng ines w o rk  be tte r w ith  E ng lish  te rm s, inc lud ing  the  

op tions o f trunca tion  and sea rch ing  fo r  synonym s, but 
they  are less e ffic ien t in dea ling  w ith  a cce n ts  w h ich  is 
an im p orta n t fe a tu re  o f H unga rian  la n g u ag e  texts.

Application of radio frequency identifica­
tion systems at libraries
(Rev. by : Mohor, Jenő)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) voi. 16. (52.) 2006. no. 
2. pp. 312-321.

R ad io  fre q u e n c y  iden tifica tion  sys te m s  m igh t s u b s ti­

tu te  ba rcode  sys te m s  a t lib ra ries  in the  n ea r fu tu re , 
w h ich  m ight lead to a m a jo r change  in lib ra ry serv ices. 
The  a rtic le  sum m arises  the  adva n ta g e s  and ch a lle n g ­

es b ro u g h t by the new  techno logy .

HAYES, Emma-MORRIS, Anne: Leisure 
role of public libraries: a historical per­
spective
(Rev. by Mohor, Jenő)

KÖNYVTÁRI FIGYELŐ 2 00 6 /2 243



Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 16. (52.) 2006. no. 
2. pp. 322-332.

GÓRNY, Miroslaw-NIKISCH, Jan: Polish 

libraries in the past and today.
(Rev. by Mohor, Jenő)
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