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ALEXANDER SCHEIBER

A Leaf of the Fourth Manuscript
of the Ben Sira

From the Geniza

To the memory of Prof. J. Schirmann

Since 1896 five manuscripts of the Ben Sira have emerged from the Geniza.
1t was thought that this was all the Geniza had to offer. When in the mid-1950s
the left-overs in the large crates in Cambridge (up to that time regarded as
being of little value) were sorted and the New Series (NS) came into being,
Professor J. Schirmann! found two new pages of manusecript 2(B) and two fur-
ther pages of manuscript 3(C).

In 1964 Yigael Yadin's excavations at Masada yielded some fragments
(39 :27 — 43 :30). On the basis of these he came to the following conclusions:?

. Let it be pointed out at the very outset of this survey that the version of
Ben Sira discovered at Masada — which is the most ancient of all extant
MSS. (whether of the Hebrew original or in translation) — unmistakably
confirms the main conclusions reached by a considerable number of scholars,
that the MSS. discovered in the Cairo Genizah basically represent the original
Hebrew version. At the same time, the Masada scroll confirms the findings of
those scholars who maintained that the Genizah versions abound in corruptions
partly due to copyists’ errors and partly representing later developments,
though still comparatively early, of the original version. Though the immediate
importance of the discovery derives from the light it sheds on this basic prob-
lem, its chief contribution — for those who never cast doubt on the authentici-
ty of the Genizah MSS. — lies precisely in the way it enables us, for the
first time, to clarify the relationship of the various Genizah MSS. both to
each other, and to the original consulted by the Greek and Syriac translators.”

The book of Ben Sira was written in the first third of the 2nd century B. C.
This manuscript was already in Masada when it fell in A. D. 73. This gives the
terminus ad quem: ..We have now succeeded in obtaining a portion of a Heb-
rew text dating from the Second Temple period.”’

In the early 1970s even the mainly small fragments left over after the crea-
tion of the New Series were looked at again, and the Additional Series (AS)
was the result. Surprisingly, even here a number of very valuable texts were
located.*

1. It was in the AS, among the items classified as Miscellanea and Unidenti-
fied, that we found in February 1982 a leaf of manuscript 4(D) of the Ben Sira
(T.—8. AS. 213.17). This is part of the so-called Rothschild-manuscript (Paris),

1J. ScuHmeMANN: Tarbiz XXVII (1957/58), 440—443; XXIX (1959/60), 125—134.
23311 Y aDiN: The Ben Sira Scroll from Masada. Jerusalem, 1965. 1.
bidem, 7

2 A. SCHEIBER: Acta Or. Hung., XXXIII (1979), 113—119, 197—208.

1 Magyar Koényvszemle
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of which one leaf was known hitherto.? The recto had 19 lines, the verso 20.
In ours, the recto has 21 lines, the verso 20. The material is paper, 14 X 16 cm.,
cursive script. The facsimile of the Paris manuscript has been published® and
it was therefore possible to identify the hand. It contains verses 31 : 41 —
32:10 and 32 :17 — 33 : 8.

In the new text the order of the verses, too, differs from that known hitherto.
The variae lectiones are also significant. It is natural that the new text differs
from suggestions made concerning the missing parts. This is hardly to be won-
dered at; the Hebrew of the ancient period differs from that of the 20th cen-
tury.?

2. Two leaves of manuscript 3(C) of the Ben Sira were identified by S.
Schechter in Cambridge (T.—S. 12. 727); he also published these.® Schirmann
found two further leaves of this manuscript.?

Dr. S. Reif drew my attention to a small fragment which is part of pages 2a
and 2b of the Schechter-manuscript; in fact, its upper corner (T.—S. AS.
213.4). This contains verses 25 : 11 —12 and 25 : 23— 24.

We give the completed lines and the corrected forms.

We have used Segal’s edition as the basis; this is indicated by D in the
notes.10

We publish photographs of both the AS and the Rotschild-manuscripts, so
that the reader may judge for himself: the two belong together.

The texts and the photostats printed with permission of the Syndies of
Cambridge University Library.

SCHEIBER SANDOR
A Ben Szira 4 (D) kéziratanak tovibbi lapja

A Ben Szira konyvét a Talmud még a bibliai konyvek egyikeként emliti. Kés6bb kima-
radt a kanonizalt konyvek sordbol és az apokrifsk kozé jutott. A XI. szdzadban a kairudni
Nisszim b. Jakob ldtta utoljdra héber szévegét. Azontul eltlint a szem el6l. Csak forditédsai
— elsésorban a girég — maradtak fenn.

1896-t61 kezdédben a kairdi Genizabdl diféle kéziratdnak darabjai keriiltek el6. Ez
volt a Geniza legszenzéciosabb lelete. Amikor az Stvenes évek kezdetén Cambridge-ben
rendezték a lddakban visszamaradt, értéktelennek itélt anyagot, s kialakitottak a New
Series-t (NS), J. Schirmann a 2 (B) kéziratbdl taldlt két és a 3 (C) kéziratbdl szintén
két ijabb lapot. » -

Nagy vita folyt az els6 toredékek felfedezésekor, hogy az eredeti, 6kori héber szdveg
mésolatai-e ezek vagy a gordog szoveg kozépkori forditdsdval van-e dolgunk. Bacher
Vilmos az el8bbi nézet, mellett allt ki (Egy felidmadt régi héber iré. IMIT Evkonyve. 1898.
45—56; A héber Szirach veszélyben. Uo. 1900. 16 —21.).

5 1. Livi: Fragments de deux nouveaux manuscrits hébreux de U Ecclésiastique : REJ XL
1900), 1—3.
( 8 T. Livi: Ibidem, after p. 36; Facsimiles of the Fragments hitherto recovered of the Book
of Ecclestasticus in Hebrew. Oxford-—Cambridge, 1901,

7 Dr. 8. Reif, the Director of the Taylor — Schechter Geniza Research Unit in Cam-
bridge University Library, to whose kindness I am indebted for the photograph of the AS
manuseript, states: “It was Professor I. Yeivin of Hebrew University who sorted the box
in Cambridge — 1974 and independently identified this fragment as Ben Sira.”

8 8. SCHECHTER: A Further Fragment of Ben Stra. JQR XII (1900), 462—465.

9 J. ScHIRMANN: Tarbiz XXIX (1959/60), 131—134. )

10 pben xvp j3 ~pe. Ed. M. Z. Segal. Jerusalem, 1958. See also: The Book of Ben Sira.
T ext, Concordance and Analysis of the Vocabulary. Jerusalem, 1973.
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A kérdés 1964-ben délt el végleg, amikor Yigael Yadin a feltdart Masaddban fedezett
fel toredéket a Ben Szirdbdl. A szoveg megegyezett a Genizdéval. Ide az erdd bevétele,
tehdt 73 elStt kellett keriilnie. A Médsodik Szentély idejébdl vald héber kézirat keriilt tehdt
els, a vildg legrégibb héber bibliai kézirata.

Az 1970-es évek elején a Geniza New Series-ének rendezésekor félredobott, tébbnyire
kis terjedelmii téredékeket is szortiroztdk. Ezekbdl 1étesiilt az Additional Series (AS).
Meglepetésre ebben is akadt szdmos, igen értékes szoveg.

Itt fedeztiik fel a ,,Miscellanea and Unidentified” jelzet(i darabok kozt 1982 februdr-
jéban a Ben Szira 4 (D) kéziratdnak egy lapjat (T.-S. AS. 213.17.). Ez a périzsi, Gn.
Rothschild-kézirathoz tartozik. Ebbdl eddig egy lap volt ismeretes csupén.

Dr. 8. Reif, a cambridge-i Geniza Unit igazgatdja, figyelmeztetett egy kis téredékre,
amely kiegésziti a Schechter-féle kézirat 2a és 2b lapjanak hidnyz6, felsé sarkait.

Mindezeket a szdvegeket kozoljik foték kiséretében.

Schechter volt az elsé, s e sorok fréja taldn az utolsd, aki a Genizdban taldlt részeket
ebbdl az 6kori héber kdnyvbol.

1*
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T.—S. AS. 213.17.
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1.7.—8. AS. 213. 17, p. 1a



2.T.—8. AS. 213. 17, p. 1b




3. MS. Rothschild, p. 1a




4. MS. Rothschild, p. 1b
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7.7.—8. A8, 213, 4, p. 1a
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8. T.—8. AS. 213. 4, p. 1b
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11

T.—S. AS. 213.4.
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