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Dostoevsky’s Influence on Géza Gardonyi’s Short Novels
(Géza Gardonyi: Every Jack has a Jill)

Gabor Kovacs

Abstract

All the monographs on Géza Gardonyi’s oeuvre repeat the same information about the birth and sources of the
writer’s short novel written in 1918, Every Jack has a Jill (Ki-ki a parjaval): the short chapter that collects facts
about the writing process of the book is quoted, which was written by Jozsef Gardonyi, than recall the main
recognitions of the short novel’s first review. Lajos Hatvani wrote the following about the posthumus book in
his review entitled Géza Gdrdonyi'’s Last Novel in Nyugat 1923/22: “Every Jack has a Jill is compatible with
the best works of Janos Arany and Sandor Petdfi, also consistent with Gottfried Keller’s village Romeo and
Juliet and Flaubert’s great novel about the simple-hearted maid (Hatvani, 1923)”. With this statement Hatvani
classifies Gardonyi’s work in a special literary historical context. On the one hand, Gardonyi’s short novel gets
ranked into the conservative tradition of Hungarian literature (romanticism and late romanticism). On the other
hand, two comparative directions are offered: it is worth to read the Hungarian short novel from Gottfried
Keller’s 4 Village Romeo and Juliet (1856) and Flaubert’s 4 Simple Heart (1877) point of view. Although both
statements have partial truths, actually both of them are very disputable and hard to verify by text interpretation.
After 100 years, it is time to suggest a new interpretation. In my paper I would like to demonstrate that it is the
reading of Dostoevsky’s The Idiot that influenced the writing of Every Jack has a Jill the most.
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Rilke and Dostoevsky
Agnes Burjan

Abstract

Rilke read The Brothers Karamazov and translated a part of Poor Folk at a young age, immediately after his
first trip to Russia. For decades, in all eras of his oeuvre, he mentioned the name of the Russian author with
admiration. During the World War and his times of artistic crisis he also turned to the novels of the great
Russian writer. Although Dostoevsky’s influence is evident in Rilke’s critical reception, hardly any analyzes
were made of the aesthetic aspects of the Dostoevsky experience, in contrast to the numerous studies dea-
ling with the poet’s relationship with Russia. Although this could be a particularly exciting issue for Rilke’s
research, the poet’s relationship with Russian culture is well known to be textually defined. His image of Russia
is based primarily on his early readings of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky, and his relationship with the Russian world
played a major role in shaping his own literary aesthetics. In my view, Rilke’s image of Russia also conceals the
poet’s image of Dostoevsky, as the Dostoevsky experience served as a ,,hermeneutic situation” (Gadamer) for
Rilke’s being attracted by Russia. Therefore, on the one hand, my study focuses on the question of the extent
to which our image of the Austrian poet’s conception of art is varied when we read it from the defining role
of Dostoevsky’s figure. What aspects of Dostoevsky’s art are at the center of Rilke’s interest while reading his
novels? It is very likely that the birth of the Dinggedicht concept, which will in fact only be developed in Paris
under the influence of Rodin and Cézanne, was facilitated not only by the spatial experience of the Russian
countryside but also by Orthodox icons and Dostoevsky’s verbal icons. Thus, my study also takes the possible
rilkean reading of the Poor Folk and The Brothers Karamazov into account.

Keywords: Dostoevsky; Rilke; influence; Dinggedicht; icon

112




A szam tanulmanyainak és szemléinek angol nyelvii §sszefoglaloi

The Dostoevsky Image of the Sunday Circle. Lukacs/Lesznai
Gyorgyi Foldes

Abstract

Karoly (Carl) Mannheim affirms in Sou/ and Culture, a study which was the written version of his opening
lecture for the Free School of Spiritual Sciences, that Dostoevsky’s mind had one of the greatest impact on their
generation (and, practically on Sunday Circle): ,,we would like to follow: Dostoevsky’s ideology, and feelings
of life, , in our ethical conviction Kierkegaard, in our philosophical position the German Logos, the Hungarian
Szellem, Lask and Zalai”. Furthermore, he indicates Paul Ernst’s, Riegl’s and Cézanne’s activities as aesthetical
examples to follow, as well as the artistic results of the new French poetry (Nouvelle Revue Francaise), and
the art of Endre Ady and Béla Bartok. Therefore Dostoevsky’s work was an important inspiration for almost
every member of the Sunday Circle. Although it did not necessarily affect them as an aesthetical experience,
but grounded their ideological point of view, bringing them a new feeling of life. The topic of my study is this
impact, but my goal is not a complete overview: I’ll stay in the 1910’s and 1920’s (even if the Sunday Circle
did not exist in the twenties, many of its members met for a long period of time). However, Anna Lesznai’s
and Gyorgy Lukacs’s writings in question are mostly not elaborated sketches and notes, sometimes they are no
more than short brainstorming. (The texts I’ve discussed have a documentary value as well, since Anna Lesznai
often wrote the conversations of the members of Sunday Circle, and put down further thoughts about these.)

Keywords: Sunday Circle, Anna Lesznai, Gyorgy Lukacs, Dostoevsky, ethics, notes, diary, aesthetics of novel

Problems of the “Superhuman” in the works of Mdricz.
Dostoevski’s and Nietzsche’s influence in Sdrarany

Klara Agnes Papp

Abstract

The Hungarian novelist Zsigmond Moéricz is not typically regarded as an author captured and impacted by the
world’s literary works (maybe except for his reference to Flaubert in Behind God’s Back). His novel entitled
Sararany, however, does exhibit features in common with other works of world literature e.g. the influence of
Crime and Punishment and Zarathustra in Moéricz’s novel is obvious.as it regards numerous features ranging
from motives through the depiction of details to the characterisation of figures. In addition, the basic questions
discussed in Crime and Punishment and Zarathustra, i.e. the opposition between the human and the superhu-
man, the limits and boundaries of morality, and the problematisation of sin itself create a dialogue in Moéricz’s
uniquely Hungarian story as far as the novel’s discussion of the two works’ value systems is concerned. This
paper seeks to reconstruct the above-mentioned dialogue and aims to describe the effects of Dostoevsky’s and
Nietzsche’s works on the Hungarian author’s novel.
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»His response is humbleness” Pilinszky and Dostoevsky
Gabor Szmeskd

Abstract

Strangely similar thinking characterizes the creators and thinkers who had a serious “influence” on the oeuvre
of Janos Pilinszky. This is one of the very difficult questions when analyzing the relationship between Pilinszky
and Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky. From another point of view, the condition of the question is also compli-
cated by the fact that Pilinszky and Dostoevsky composed (also) texts of different genres (novel, article, poem).
From a third perspective, it is again questionable what we mean by “influence”. These dilemmas forced me
first to contextualize Pilinszky’s relationship with Dostoevsky’s texts with a philological introduction, which
I sought to nuance with the parallels of Weil’s oeuvre. Then I focused on the analysis of Pilinszky’s poem In
memoriam F. M Dostoevsky’s, which is not thematically related, but from a poetic point of view.

Keywords: aesthetics, relationship history, philology, Simone Weil, In memoriam F. M Dostoevsky
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The Hungarian Dostoevsky-cult in light
of Mér Janos Révay’s educational activities

S. Vandan Zaya

Abstract

It is a European peculiarity that in times of great crisis, Dostoevsky’s works always gain greater interest. It was
no different in the case of Hungary either, as the peak of the writer’s popularity can be attributed to the period
after the First World War, the 1920-30s. What unique events could have led the Russian writer to become an
integral part of Hungarian culture by then? Among other aims, the present study seeks to answer this ques-
tion and undertakes to map the institutional framework of the Hungarian Dostoevsky cult and to present the
awareness raising activities of Janos Moér Révay, which may have greatly contributed to the Hungarian readers’
knowledge of Dostoevsky’s life and literature of historical significance.

Keywords: Dostoevsky’s reception in Hungary, Dostoevsky cult, Janos Mor Révay, Literature Institute Révai,
The complete works of F. M Dostoevsky

Possibilities of reading Dostoevsky’s The Insulted and Injured
from Hoffmann’s point of view

Lilla Lovizer

Abstract
The Insulted and Injured is usually considered to be one of Dostoevsky’s less popular works, as an immature
novel partly based on documentary manuscript but also showing ars poetical meanings in many ways. However
looking from a scientific point, it is considered to be a unique piece of Dostoevsky’s oeuvre displaying the
paradigm shift of his literary attitude by the early 1960s.

In this novel Dostoevsky openly turns away from his own romantic past of the forties and paints a ruthless
caricature of all manifestations of the “Schilleresque Idealism”. That is why it is essential to admit that in this
procedure his greatest help was still E. T. A. Hoffmann, aside from the admittedly complex literary coding. E. T.
A. Hoffmann, who had been admired by Dostoevsky since he was a teenager, had text composition techniques
which reflected sceptical-ironic relationship with the early German Romanticism’s aesthetic-philosophical
ideas. The present study specifically examines the intertextual meanings connected to him by investigating the
following questions: how Hoffmann-texts generate different sujets and how much the romantic patterns live on
or being modified by Dostoevsky.

Keywords: Dostoevsky, Hoffmann, intertextuality, poetics, German Romanticism

Effectiveness and equity research in Hungarian public education.
Systematic literature review 1990-2019

Anik6 Fehérvari

Abstract

The study presents a systematic literature review on the effectiveness and equity of four major educational
journals (Educatio, Iskolakultira, Magyar Pedagégia, Uj Pedagbgiai Szemle) in the last three decades.
In Hungarian educational research, these two topics are markedly connected. According to our systematic col-
lection of literature, almost a third of Hungarian empirical research focused on this issue. The paper is based
on an analysis of 45 articles. It deals with three groups’ performance: people with disabilities, socially disad-
vantaged, and Roma students. The results highlight that in the 1990s, research focused more on the inequalities
of education and how they work, while in the 2010s, they focused more on what breaks this pattern and the
drivers of resilience.

Keywords: effectiveness socially disadvantaged, Roma students, resilience
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a tartalombal

Kovacs Gabor
Dosztojevszkij hatasa Gardonyi
kisregényeinek prozamiivészetére

Mindezeken til a Gardonyi és Dosztojevszkij irasmii-
vészete dsszekapcsolasaban rejlé lehetéségekhez én
azt szeretném most hozzatenni, amire a magyar ir6o
1917-1918-as felismerései vezetnek ra. Az adott ido-
szakban elkésziil6 szovegben, a Ki-ki a parjaval cimii
kisregényben tetten lehet érni Dosztojevszkij és konk-
réten A félkegyelmii olvasastapasztalatanak hatasat.
A megalazottak, a megszomoritottak, az odulakok,
illetve az igazan eredeti csodabogarak és idiétak
regényiréja mar a szenvedést egyedi médon megélé
karakterek kivalogatasanak tekintetében is jelentés
hatast gyakorolt Gardonyira. Sik Sandor is megfi-
gyelte, hogy Gardonyi latvanyosan sokat alkalmazza
regényeiben azt, amit maga az iré igy nevez Mester-
konyvében: ,,az ot érzék valamelyikének kellemetlen
iigye vagy éppen szenvedése” (Gardonyi, 1974. 86.).

Nagy Istvan
Babits — Dosztojevszkijrol

Dosztojevszkij erénye Babits szerint abban van,
hogy az emberi lélek olyan mélységeit ragadja meg,
melyek a Nyugat irodalméara is nagy hatassal van-
nak. A Dosztojevszkij-életmiirdl sz616 esszét Babits
a Karamazovval zarja, melyet ,,nagy detektivregény-
nek” tart, mint a Biin és biinhodést. A jo detektivre-
gény, ,,ha j6”, hangsulyozza Babits, ,,mély emberi és
erkolcsi problémakat vet fel”, melyek Dosztojevszkij-
nél tobbek kozt ,,a hit és vallas kérdései is” (Babits,
1978. 528.). Babits kiilon kiemeli a regény A nagy
inkvzitor cimii hires betétjét. Amikor errél beszél,
visszatér az irasa legelején felvetett fontos kérdések-
hez, tobbek kozott a szamara is legfontosabbhoz:

a megvaltas kérdéséhez. A két legfontosabb kérdés
Babits szamara: ,,Lehet-e megvaltani az embert?

Es Kkell-e az embernek megvaltis?” Ehhez még ezt
teszi hozza a katolikus Babits: ,,A Karamazovbol egy
Krisztus-arc néz rank, noha Kkicsit nagyon is oroszo-
san fésiilve” (Babits, 1978. 528.).

Foldes Gyorgyi
A Vasarnapi Kor Dosztojevszkij-
képe: Lukacs/Lesznai

Mannheim Karoly Lélek és kultiira cimi tanulma-
nyaban — amely a Szellemi Tudomanyok Szabad
Iskoldjaban a bemutatkozé eléadas irott valtozata —,
a szellemi generacidjukra (tulajdonképpen a Vasar-
napi Korre) tett hatisok egyik legfontosabbikanak
Dosztojevszkij eszmeiségét mondja: ,,vilaignézetben
és életérzésben Dostojewski, etikai meggy6z6déseink-
ben Kierkegaard, filozéfiai allispontunkban a német
Logos, a magyar Szellem, Lask, Zalai azok, akiknek
utjat folytatni akarjuk”. Esztétikai szempontbol
pedig Paul Ernst, Riegl, Cézanne munkassagat,
illetve az uj francia lira, kiilonosen a Nouvelle Revue
Frangaise, Bartok és Ady miivészi eredményeit jeloli
meg folytatandé mintaként (Mannheim, 1918. 7.).
Dosztojevszkij munkassaga tehat, bar fontos inspira-
cid volt szinte minden vasiarnapos szamara, mégsem
feltétleniil esztétikai élményként hatott rajuk, hanem
megalapozta ideolégiai szemléletiiket, életérzést
hozott szamukra.

Fehérvari Aniko

Eredményesség- és méltanyossag-
kutatasok a magyar
kozoktatasban. Szisztematikus
irodalomattekintés 1990-2019

[rasunk arra vallalkozott, hogy az elmult harom
évtized négy jelentds neveléstudomanyi folyoira-
taban (Educatio, Iskolakultiira, Magyar Pedagégia,

Uj Pedagdgiai Szemle) eredményesség és méltanyos-
sag témakorében végzett szisztematikus irodalomfel-
tarast bemutassuk. Osszességében lithato, hogy ez a
két jelenség markansan osszekapcsolddik a kutata-
sokban, az elemzett cikkek empirikus kutatasainak
kozel harmadanak fékuszaban szerepelt egyiittesen

e két téma. Irasunk 45 cikket elemzett, ennél azon-
ban magasabb azon cikkek szama, ahol elokeriil

az egyenlotlenség, méltanyossag kérdése is, de a
kivalasztott cikkek teljes egészében erre a témara ira-
nyultak. A téma Kkutatdsa hossza multra tekint vissza
a nemzetkozi térben és Magyarorszagon is, Coleman
és munkatarsai (1966) kutatasara mar hivatkoztunk,
de hasonl6 idépontban zajlott Magyarorszagon Ferge
Zsuzsa (1972) kutatasa is, aki az 1969/1970-es tan-
évben vizsgalta az iskolai osztalyzatokat a tanulok
tarsadalmi hattere alapjan.



